
STONE BAY 
SCHOOL  

CURRICULUM 

At Stone Bay School our curriculum is built on the four 
priority areas of development as outlined in our pupils 
EHCPs: 

Cognition & Learning 

Communication & Interaction 

Social Emotional and Mental Health and  

Sensory & Physical  

We have also included the Prime and Specific areas 
from the Early Years Framework. 

Combining these important building blocks gave us our 
6 curriculum subjects: 

 

 

My Language & Literacy 

My Thinking 

My Social Emotional & Mental Health 

My Body 

Understanding My World 

My Creativity 



We want to reflect the changes in our pupils age, views, in-
terests and aspirations. We are therefore shifting the focus 

at the transition point in year 9 .  

This is when our pupils start preparing for adulthood 

       

 

 

 

When pupils enter the last part of their education at Stone Bay, they have 
the opportunity to study different pathways.  

They will focus on one pathway each year 

 Functional English 

Functional Living 

My Friends, Relationships 
and Community Inclusion 

My Health and        
Wellbeing 

Exploring the World of 
Work 

My Interests and Inde-
pendent Living Skills 

Catering & Service Pathway  

Creative & Technology Pathway 

Independent Living in the Community Pathway 

Animal Care & Horticulture Pathway 

Independent Living in the Home Pathway 

My Language & Literacy  Functional English 
 

My Thinking Functional Living 
 

My Social Emotional & Men-
tal Health  

My Friends, Relationships and 
Community Inclusion 

 

My Body My Health and Wellbeing 
 

Understanding My World Exploring the World of Work 
 

My Creativity My Interests and Independent 
Living Skills 

 

Each of our subject areas combines 3 different strands, My Body/My Health and 
Wellbeing has 4 strands.  Pupils work on these core strands and develop specific skill 
sets across all age groups, however, from year 9 (when pupils are aged 14) the focus 

shifts to preparing for adulthood. 

 



 

Up to year 9 (age 14) curriculum subjects are taught through 
a 3 year topic cycle. Each topic includes a suggested texts. 

The choice of book for each topic reflects the age of our pupils. 

 



 

From year 10 to 14 pupils access a different pathway each year and will be able to 
work towards AQA accreditations. The example below shows what will be covered 
when pupils are studying the Independent Living  In The Home pathway. 

The following pages will provide a spotlight on each 
of our 6 curriculum subjects: 

 

 

My Language & Literacy / Functional English 

My Thinking / Functional Living 

My Social Emotional & Mental Health / My Friends, 
Relationships and Community Inclusion 

My Body  / My Health and Wellbeing  

Understanding My World / Exploring the World of 
Work 

My Creativity / My Interests and Independent Liv-
ing Skills 



Subject Story: My Language and Literacy/Functional English  

 

Our Agreed consistencies for My 
Language and Literacy are: 
 
 
• Learning recorded in Evidence Me.   

• Pupils being taught daily to read and 
write using the ‘Little Wandle Phonics’ 

• Personalised interventions for specific 
pupils that need more support or a differ-
ent approach to reading. 

• Drop Everything And Read (DEAR) time 
daily in every class 

• Every child will develop a functional 
communication system 

• Visual timetable in every class 

• Context Specific Communication 
Boards (CRCBs) 

• PECS books for pupils who need it 

• Use of Makaton throughout the day 

• Visuals to support written text 

• Use of social stories (if needed) 

• Attention Autism approach used 

• Opportunities for cross curricular 
learning created, especially in My thinking 
and Understanding my World. 

• Links to UNICEF Rights Respecting 

If you were to walk into an My Lan-
guage and Literacy lesson at Stone 
Bay School you would see: 
 
• Opportunities for every pupil to access 

a range of reading material for both 
function and enjoyment. 

• Opportunities for pupils to practise 
writing/mark making/fine motor skills chal-
lenging each pupil to develop these skills 
from their own individual starting point. 

• Students are given the opportunity to 
practise using their preferred communica-
tion methods in a range of contexts and 
with adults and other pupils.  

• A multi-modal approach to learning. 
Children will be taking part in practical ac-
tivities, written activities,       technological 
activities and many more. 

• Pupils work on developing their litera-
cy skills in order to be more independent 
when they leave Stone Bay. 

• Opportunities for pupils to learn to 
play imaginatively and then recall an expe-
rience in their own way. 

In our My Language and Literacy 
curriculum you will see that we val-
ue inclusion and diversity: 
 
• My Language and Literacy uses text 

and other media to ensure that pupils 
are exposed to a wide range of experi-
ences that can expand their knowledge 
and understanding of the world 
around us.  

• My Language and Literacy supports a 
range of topics related to RSE and supports 
pupils in understanding different cultures, 
values and attitudes.   

• My language and Literacy helps our 
pupils to develop communication skills that 
will help them to become a more integral 
part of society. 

 Pupils at Stone Bay School say this about My Language and Literacy: 
 

• “I like being able to tell people what I want’’ 
• “I like stories about dinosaurs!‘’  

• “I like playing with the toys in the sensory room and writing 
my story’’ 
• “I like the ‘bag book’ stories” 

 

British Values and Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Learning (SMSC) in My Language and Literacy:  
Spiritual – by exploring different texts and media, pupils learn about and experience diversity and become more tolerant of others. 
Moral – through being encouraged to develop curiosity and communicate more effectively, pupils are able to form their own opin-
ions, listen to those of others and make their own choices. 
Social (including British Values) – Pupils are encouraged to communicate with adults and with others to ensure that their voice is be-
ing heard in all contexts either in school or out.  
Cultural (including British Values) – Pupils explore different cultures and British Values through researching and developing 
knowledge through practical activities when out in the community and exploring information in school. 

                   
                             Article 13 - Every child must be free to say what they think and to seek and 
                                receive all kinds of information, as long as it is within the law. 
 

 

Subject Story: My Thinking / Functional Living  

Our Agreed consistencies for My 
Thinking are: 
• Practical tasks helping pupils learn the 

skills to work things out in both the 
classroom and living environments 
such as kitchen and home.  

• Teaching of functional skills that pre-
pare learners for adulthood e.g. shop-
ping and cooking 

• Routine daily opportunities to develop 
independent skills e.g. putting coat on, 
packing bag, pouring drinks, buttering 
bagels, sorting rubbish.  

• Learning outside the classroom e.g. 
science experiments in the forest 
school garden and shopping for cook-
ing ingredients. 

• Teaching approaches that create op-
portunities to explore and investigate 
a range of different environments , 
e.g. fun with food, sensory play.   

• Teaching is ambitious and meaningful 
ensuring mathematical functional 
skills are embedded across the day 

If you were to walk into a My Thinking 
lesson at Stone Bay School you would 
see: 
• Pupils engaged in practical activities 

e.g. through exploration and play.  

• Pupils investigate and are intrinsically 
motivated to learn e.g. through senso-
ry activities or scientific experiments .  

• Pupils exploring concepts through 
music and rhyme e.g. number songs, 
days of the week songs, times tables.  

• Pupils learning outside in nature e.g. 
forest school, beach, allotment, Monk-
ton nature reserve, Garden Gate 
(work experience)  

• Pupils learning in the local community 
e.g. shops, train station, bus travel, 
library, post office 

• Teaching that develops pupils’ en-
gagement and sense of awe and won-
der.  

In our My Thinking curriculum you 
will see that we value inclusion and 
diversity: 
 
The My Thinking curriculum gives all pupils 
the ability to develop key skills to become 
as independent as possible.  
Teaching is tailored to the strengths and 
needs of each individual pupil, we are am-
bitious for all. We strive for full inclusion 
and acceptance, our pupils deserve this. 
Learning is supported through a variety of 
specialist strategies and teaching ap-
proaches to meet the needs of every 
child.  
Pupils are supported to effectively and 
successfully  integrate into the local com-
munity. Working towards making a posi-
tive contribution to their community and 
enhancing employability prospects. 
 

 Pupils at Stone Bay School say this about My Thinking: 
 
“I love exploring outside” 
 “I really like dancing and singing to the number songs” 
“I like building a police station out of lego” 
“I like mixing up all the ingredients when we make pancakes” 
“I like learning about Maths” 

“I like number bonds and addition” 

“I like to learn about prehistoric times” 

British Values and Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Learning (SMSC) in My Thinking:  
Spiritual – by exploring the local community they learn about diversity and become tolerant of others. By having opportunities to 
learn outside the classroom, pupils develop a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about the world around them.  
Moral – through being encouraged to develop curiosity, pupils are able to form their own opinions, listen to those of others and 
make their own choices.  
Social (including British Values) – pupils are able to work, play and explore alongside others. They have access to the local commu-
nity, expanding their opportunities for social interaction.  
Cultural (including British Values) – pupils take part in and respond to a wide range of mathematical and scientific opportunities. 
They have access to visits outside of the classroom to areas of interest within the local environment e.g. forest school  

                   
                             Article 23 – A child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life  
                             with dignity and independence, and to play an active  part in the community.  

 



                      Subject Story: My Social and Emotional Wellbeing / My friends, relation-

ships and community inclusion  

Our Agreed consistencies for My So-
cial and Emotional Wellbeing are: 
• opportunities to explore pupil’s 

own identity - describe own ap-
pearance, find out about their own 
interests, likes and dislikes and 
what makes each one of us unique 

• pupils will develop their skills in 
safely expressing and exploring 
their own feelings and emotions 
using the Zones of Regulations 

• opportunities to develop an under-
standing of safe and positive choic-
es and what good mental health 
means 

• pupils will work on interacting pos-
itively with others, practising shar-
ing, turn taking, negotiating and 
making a positive contribution to 
their community 

• adults will continuously model pos-
itive relationships, clear bounda-
ries and  respect for each other 

If you were to walk into a My Social 
and Emotional Wellbeing  lesson at 
Stone Bay School you would see: 
• pupils engage in motivating and 

enjoyable activities with their 
peers 

• pupils are encouraged to make 
choices about all aspect of their 
school day 

• pupils are playing alongside, shar-
ing space and resources and col-
laborating 

• pupils take part in group activities, 
interacting with each other, prac-
tising sharing, turn taking, waiting 
and adhering to boundaries and 
rules  

• celebration assemblies 
• work experience sessions 

In our My Social and Emotional 
Wellbeing curriculum you will see 
that we value inclusion and diversity: 
 

The My Social and Emotional Well-
being curriculum gives all pupils the 
ability to develop key skills for their 
personal development and prepare 
them for adult life.  
Teaching is tailored to the strengths 
and needs of each individual pupil. 
Learning is supported through a varie-
ty of specialist strategies and teaching 
approaches to meet the needs of every 
child.  
Pupils are given the opportunity to 
engage in a rich variety of experiences 
to help them develop confidence and 
self esteem 

  Pupils at Stone Bay School say this about  

My Social and Emotional Wellbeing: 
 
“I love playing with my friends” 
 “I like making people happy” 
“When I am in the yellow zone, my teacher will say: do you need 5 
minutes of calm time?” 
“I can use a choice board to choose the dark room” 
“I love looking after the animals at TAG Pet rescue” 

British Values and Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Learning (SMSC) in My Social and Emotional Wellbeing:  
Spiritual – by playing with each other, exploring different places of work, being in each others company and sharing experiences, 
pupils build their confidence and self esteem 
Moral – through being with others and developing their social skills, pupils are able to form their own opinions, listen to those of 
others, make their own choices and develop their own identity. 
Social (including British Values) – pupils are able to work, play and learn alongside others. They have access to the local community, 
expanding their opportunities for social interaction.  
Cultural (including British Values) – pupils take part in a wide variety of opportunities celebrating culture and diversity. Pupils take 
part in celebration assemblies and days, careers days, visitors and guest speakers in school. They access the local community for 
visits to places of work and different cultural interest.   

                          Article 15 – Every child has the right to meet with other children and to join  
groups and organisations, as long as this does not stop other people  

from enjoying their rights.  

                      Subject Story: My Body/My Health and Wellbeing  

Our Agreed consistencies for My 
Body/My Health and Wellbeing  are: 
• opportunities for pupil’s to explore 

physical well-being and healthy life-
styles. 

• ways for pupils to discover a range of 
leisure activities to ensure personal 
fulfilment and understand the mean-
ing of a healthy lifestyle 

• ways to learn about how to look after 
yourself and what good physical 
health means 

• opportunities to develop an under-
standing of safe and positive choices 
and what good mental health means.  

• opportunities to learn about keeping 
safe, in daily life, strategies to be calm 
and relaxed as well as develop emo-
tional resilience. 

• pupils develop tolerance towards oth-
er people helping them, so they will 
find it easier to access, e.g. health ser-
vices in the community. 

If you were to walk into a My Body/
My Health and Wellbeing 
 lesson at Stone Bay School you would 
see: 
• pupils engage in motivating, meaning-

ful and fun activities with their peers 

• adults who encourage pupils to have a 
go and be as independent as possible 

• pupils are playing alongside, sharing 
space and resources and are collabo-
rating 

• pupils take part in group activities, 
interacting with each other, practising 
sharing, turn taking, waiting and ad-
hering to boundaries and rules. 

• pupils’ learning takes place in the local 
community, accessing different ameni-
ties and leisure services. 

In our My Body/My Health and Well-
being 
 curriculum you will see that we value 
inclusion and diversity: 
 
The My Body/My Health and Wellbeing 
curriculum gives all pupils the opportunity 
to work towards becoming as independent 
as possible in order to move on to the next 
stage in their lives, building successful, safe 
relationships and recognising their hopes, 
dreams and aspirations. 
 
Pupils will learn about their own individual 
bodies, how they grow and change, how 
bodies are not all the same, that every-
body has their strengths and also things 
they need help with.  
 
Pupils will learn about athletes and sports 
people from different cultures and back-
grounds and celebrate diversity in sports. 

   Pupils at Stone Bay School say this about My Body/My Health and Well-
being 
 

“I love playing with my friends” 
 “I really like going swimming at Tides”  
“ I enjoy going to the park with my friends”  
“I like collecting the fruit and bagels from the kitchen in the morning”  
“During the morning walk I get to see all my friends” 

British Values and Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Learning (SMSC) in My Body:  
Spiritual – by discovering new activities, new ways to move and challenge yourself, playing with others, exploring different places of 
the community for sport and leisure, sharing experiences and achieving together, pupils build their confidence and self esteem 
Moral – through developing the ability to make their own choices about their own health and wellbeing and to take an active part in 
life in the community thereby developing interests and skills for their future life. 
Social (including British Values) – pupils are able to exercise, play, have fun and be healthy alongside others. They have access to 
the local community. They have access to activities that teach them about a healthy life style. Pupils will play sports with others, 
begin to compete and have a sense of achievement and satisfaction alongside peers from both their own school and others. 
Cultural (including British Values) – pupils take part in a wide variety of opportunities celebrating culture and diversity, including 
celebrating events like Olympics, Sports Relief and learn about sporting personalities from different cultural backgrounds.  Pupils 
take part in celebration assemblies and days, special days, visitors and guest speakers in school to promote healthy living.   

                           
Article 23 – A child with a disability has the right to live a  

full and decent life with dignity and independence,  
and to play an active part in the community. 



                      Subject Story: Understanding My World/ Exploring the World Of Work 

Our Agreed consistencies for Un-
derstanding my World are: 
 
• Using the community in a variety of 

ways and according to need, e.g.  for 
shopping, visiting places of interest, 
work experience, volunteering oppor-
tunities and joining community 
groups, DfE 

• Opportunities to find about pupils’ 
likes and motivators 

• Setting challenges for transitions even 
if they are small to begin with, we dream 
big!  

• Opportunities for cross curricular 
learning created, especially My thinking 
and My Language and Literacy. 

• Links to UNICEF Rights Respecting 
Schools Award. 

If you were to walk into an Under-
standing my World lesson at Stone 
Bay School you would see: 
 
• Pupils and adults talking about chil-

drens’ rights 

• Tailored provision to those requiring 
additional support and challenge 

• Pupils working collaboratively to 
achieve a goal. 

• A multi-modal approach to learning. 
Children will be taking part in practical 
activities, written activities, technolog-
ical activities and many more. 

• Pupils being out in their local commu-
nity 

• Images/visuals and models for local 
places and places around the world. 

In our Understanding my World 
curriculum you will see that we 
value inclusion and diversity: 
 
Understanding My World helps our chil-
dren to explore the world they live in.  
We celebrate special days, take part in 
charity events and join the community for 
special events. 
We want pupils to experience different 
cultures and have opportunities to explore 
and be part of the wider community.  
Understanding my world helps our pupils 
to celebrate the similarities, as well as the 
differences, they share with others. 

   Pupils at Stone Bay School say this about Understanding my World: 
 

“My best thing is working with animals at Tag Rescue’’ 
“I loved walking to the beach with another class ‘’  
“It was interesting learning about jobs in careers week’’ 
“I love special celebration days; the Jubilee party was great fun” 

“like learning about Kings and Queens” 

British Values and Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Learning (SMSC) in Understanding my World:  
Spiritual – by exploring different cultures they learn about diversity and become tolerant of others. 
Moral – By understanding and following rules pupils develop empathy and a sense of responsibility for those 
in need. 
Social (including British Values) – Through exploring the towns and facilities with their peers, pupils come to 
value living as part of a structured community and their group. 
Cultural (including British Values) - through identifying differences, similarities and links between their locality 
and the environments of others, pupils gain a deep respect for diverse ways of living.  

                           
Article 29 - Children’s education should help them fully develop their personalities, talents and abilities. I should teach 

them to understand their own rights, and to respect other people’s rights, cultures and differences. It should help them 
to live peacefully and protect the environment.  

 

                      Subject Story: My Creativity/My Interests and independent living skills  

Our Agreed consistencies for  

My Creativity are: 
• opportunities throughout the day 

for messy play, role play, using a 
variety of resources and materials 

• pupils have opportunities to expe-
rience music through song, instru-
ments, movement, dance and sto-
rytelling. 

• pupils are encouraged to make 
choices 

• pupils access technology relevant 
and meaningful to them, e.g. using 
a mobile phone, Interactive White 
Board, technology in the kitch-
en,  home and the community, e.g. 
scanners and self checkout  

• all pupils develop their ability to 
follow instructions, e.g. visual, ver-
bal, written 

• opportunities to develop inde-
pendence in class and workplace 

 

If you were to walk into a  

My Creativity lesson at Stone Bay 
School you would see: 
• a table full of motivating materials 

and resources 
• pupils ‘having a go’ as inde-

pendently as possible 

• adults who encourage pupils to be 
independent and expressive 

• a place where pupils cannot get it 
wrong, the process is more im-
portant than the result but equal-
ly  the finished product is always 
unique 

• pupils using IWB, computers, 
IPads, cameras, electrical kitchen 
equipment etc. 

• pupils are anticipating what the 
next step is going to be 

• creativity in many forms including 
3D art e.g. pottery, construction 

In our My Creativity curriculum you 
will see that we value inclusion and 
diversity: 
 

The My Creativity curriculum introduc-
es different artists, music, work 
etc.  from different countries, cultures 
and backgrounds. 
 

My Creativity gives every pupil the 
chance to express themselves and cre-
ate something by using a variety of 
tools as well as their own bodies. 
 

Supporting pupils to access technology 
gives them the opportunity to be part 
of the wider modern world. 

   Pupils at Stone Bay School say this about My Thinking: 
• “I love making a mess!” 

•  “I like to experiment with colours” 
• “I like the school disco and dancing with my friends” 

• “I like going on Google” 
• ‘I like dressing up and playing doctors 

British Values and Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Learning (SMSC) in My Thinking:  

Spiritual – Pupils have opportunities to investigate and discover with hands-on learning shaping their own cre-
ativity and gaining a sense of identity and purpose. 
Moral – Pupils will explore and develop awareness of beliefs, moods and themes making free and responsible 
choices 
Social (including British Values) – Pupils may develop fine and gross motor skills which will enhance their abil-
ity to complete a wide range of tasks in future life.  
Cultural (including British Values) – Pupils will participate in artistic, musical and cultural opportunities allow-
ing them to discover a wealth of new experiences celebrating the diversity in our lives.  

 
                Article 31 – Every child has the right to rest, relax, play and to take part 

in cultural and creative activities  



Personalised Outcomes  
All our pupils are set long term outcomes in the four priority areas at transition points, i.e. when changing 
key stage. This happens as part of pupil’s Annual review of EHCP. 

Once we have set PRIORITY OUTCOMES, we further narrow these down into termly short steps.  

To the EHCP focussed short steps, we add further curriculum learning intentions to ensure our pu-
pils’ whole curriculum is broad and ambitious.  

Every pupil at Stone Bay must have an outcome relating to reading as well as Relationship & Sex Edu-
cation (RSE). 

We make suggestions 
how families can support 
learning at home. 

We review 
short steps 
termly 

Planning for a personalised curriculum 



Stone Bay School Pathways Stone Bay School Pathways 



Therapeutic Provision at Stone Bay 


